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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can answer questions using specific details from informational text. (RI.3.1)  

I can use what the sentence says to help me determine what a word or phrase means. (L.3.4) 

I can accurately use third-grade academic vocabulary to express my ideas. (L.3.6) 

I can describe how events, ideas, or concepts in an informational text are related. (RI.3.3) 

I can explain what I understand about the topic being discussed. (SL.3.1) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can identify words or phrases the author chose for effect. 

• I can answer questions using specific details from pages 8–11 and 16–25 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle.  

• I can explain why I chose specific details to answer questions about the text.  

• I can determine the meaning of new vocabulary using clues in the text around a word.  

• I can define the scientific concepts of predator and prey.  

• I can explain what adaptations help bullfrogs survive.  

• Questions from the Text (for pages 8-11 and 

16-25) 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Reader: Vivid Words and Phrases 

(10 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Reading Again for Important Details: How Do 

Bullfrogs Survive? (25 minutes) 

B. Answering Text-Dependent Questions Using 

Evidence from the Text (20 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Review and Independent Writing (5 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A.  Tell someone at home what the scientific terms 

‘prey’ and ‘predator mean. Use pages 4-25 of 

Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle to name the prey and 

predators of the bullfrog. 

• Students will need materials from Lesson 4: Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle texts and their Close Reading: 

Main Ideas and Details recording forms (for pages 8-11 and 16-25). Students may also need their Capturing 

the Gist recording forms (which were optional to use in Lesson 4) 

• Review: Think-Pair-Share, Cold Call, and Helping Students Read Closely (Appendix) 

• In advance: Copy and cut up the sentence strips for pages 8-11 and 16-25 (see Supporting Materials in 

Lesson 6). 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

“for effect,” adaptations, predator, prey, bank, 

emerges, crayfish, springs (9), struggles, crustacean, 

bulging, sink, flutters, blade (16), heron, satisfy (19), stalks, 

unsuspecting (20); squawking, complaint, unharmed (23), 

startled, departing (24) 

 

Note: Words in bold are explicitly taught. Other words 

students figure out in context.  

• Students’ Close Reading: Main Idea and Details recording forms for pages 8-11 and 16-25 of 

Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle) (from Lesson 4) 

• Close Reading: Main Idea and Details anchor chart (for pages 8–11 and 16–25 of Bullfrog at 

Magnolia Circle) 

• Close Reading: Questions from the Text (for pages 8–11 and 16–25 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle) 

(one per student) 

• Lesson 5 Homework (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Practice Using Context Clues from Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle (optional; 3 pages) 

 

Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Reader: Vivid Words and Phrases (10 minutes)  

• Gather the students together as a group. Make sure that all students have their copy of the text Bullfrog at Magnolia 

Circle.  

• Remind students that authors of picture books include illustrations to help readers understand important ideas. But 

these authors also choose words very carefully to try to paint a picture in the reader’s mind. Say: “Again today you will be 

paying attention to the beautiful illustrations in Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle but you will also be examining the specific 

words that author Deborah Dennard choose to teach us about the prey and predators of the bullfrog.” 

• Unpack the learning target: “I can identify words or phrases the author chose for effect.” Remind students that for effect: 

means the author chose the words and crafted their use to make the reading more interesting.  

• Direct students’ attention to the illustration on pages 8–9. Ask: “What do you see?” Students should quickly be able to 

say that they see a frog in the water and a crayfish on the ground.  

• Posting sentence frames can assist 

ELLs and other students needing 

additional support in contributing to 

classroom discussions. 

• The use of context clues to determine 

the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary 

is a critical skill for students. Use the 

central texts and build in 

opportunities for students to practice. 

See sample student activity in 

Supporting Materials. 
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Opening (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

•  Read aloud page 9, in a very fluent and dramatic style, as students follow along. Ask students to Think-Pair-Share using 

a sentence frame such as: “I heard/saw ________, so I think the bullfrog is ________.” 

• Probe with the following questions: 

*  “What is happening in this sentence? What is the frog doing?”  

* “What words do you hear in the text that help you know what’s happening?” 

* “What can you see in your imagination when you hear that sentence?”  

• Display the Understanding Vivid Words and Phrases in Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle anchor chart (for 

Lesson 5) which contains the sentences from page 9.  

• With students, go through the author’s words and sentences on the anchor chart and identify where the author is using 

words for effect. Encourage students to name specific aspects of the author’s wording that made the sentences come alive 

and made the text more engaging. Circle or underline these parts of the sentences and write notes from students’ 

comments and contribution in the bottom box. 

• Probe, asking students how they can figure out what the words bank and emerges mean. Reinforce students’ good work 

using context clues to figure out unfamiliar vocabulary words. 

• Remind students of the ways authors engage us with their words: 

* Use of strong adjectives in order to be more specific and detailed 

* Writing longer, more complex sentences 

* Letting the sentence paint a picture 

* Focusing on how the sentences sound, whether read  aloud or ‘in your head’ 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Reading Again for Important Details: How Do Bullfrogs Survive? (25 minutes) 

• Distribute students’ Close Reading: Main Idea and Details recording form (for pages 8–11 and 16–25 of 

Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle) from Lesson 4. Reorient students to this recording form as needed. Point out that, like 

the forms they used during Module 1, the purpose of these recording forms is to help students take notes and focus on 

important ideas and details.  

• Remind students that they are becoming experts on frogs, and eventually will be writing to share what they know with 

others. So they should gather as many facts, definitions, and details as they can as they read.  

• Direct their attention to the anchor chart: Close Reading: Main Ideas and Details for Bullfrog at Magnolia 

Circle (pages 8-11and 16-25). This anchor chart is identical to the students’ recording form. Students were given this 

recording form at the end of Lesson 4 in order to fill in Part 1. Remind students that today they will be rereading and 

taking note in the two parts designated for recording key details: Part 2 for the key details from the text and Part 3 for the 

key details from the illustrations. 

• It’s important for students to think of pages 8-11 and 16-25 as one section of the text. Ask: “What do you think is the main 

idea of these pages?” Lead students toward the understanding that most of what they read and saw on pages 8-11 and 16-

25 was focused on the bullfrog’s survival as it related to what the bullfrog eats and what tries to eat it. The illustrations on 

these pages are a critical part of this understanding. Explain to students that there are special words we can use for this 

topic: predator and prey. 

• Draw students’ attention to the “Topic” line at the top of the class anchor chart (and their recording form). Direct them to 

write the word, “Predators and Prey” on the topic line. For the purposes of this lesson, define predator as: an animal that 

hunts other animals for food. Prey is defined as: an animal being hunted, caught, and eaten by another animal. 

• Tell students that now that they’ve identified the topic, they will be reading again but this time for details, just as they’ve 

done many times before. If needed, do a brief guided practice. Invite students to Think Pair-Share about a detail they 

notice on pages 8-9 that seems important to the main idea. Listen for students to share details such as the “long, sticky 

tongue shoots out” or “grabs the crayfish.” 

• Give students 15 minutes to reread pages 8–11 and 16–25 on their own, writing down key details on their recording form. 

(Remind them to wait to answer the question at the bottom.)  

• Some students will need guidance with 

this part of the lesson. Pull these 

students aside to work as a group with 

support. The text could be read aloud 

by the adult with students using a 

signal when they think they hear or see 

a detail that supports the main idea. 

These could be charted by the adult. 

Following the activity, the information 

could be transferred to a recording 

form that can be photocopied for the 

students in the small group. 

• Consider writing and displaying steps 

for close reading. Add nonlinguistic 

symbols to each step so students can 

return to steps to make sure they are on 

track. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• After 15 minutes, invite students to once again discuss their reading with their groups.  

* What key details seemed to support the main idea? 

• Ask students to share with each other the details they wrote down, and on what page they found each detail. Remind 

them about the criteria for a quality conversation, including giving every student a chance to share his or her ideas, and 

discussing differences in their thinking.  

• As groups are in discussion, continue gathering data about students’ discussion skills on the Conversation Criteria 

checklist.  

• Following the small group discussion, gather students back together as a group, bringing their Close Reading: Main Ideas 

and Details recording forms with them. Invite students to assist in completing Parts 2 and 3 of the Close Reading: Main 

Ideas and Details anchor chart for pages 8=11 and 16-25, using their recording forms as a reference.  

• Re-orient students to the question at the end of the recording form. Ask: 

* “What does the word adaptations mean?”  

• Remind students that they have discussed this word during the past few lessons. Give students time to talk with a 

partner. Then students should independently write a response to the question at the end of the recording form. 

• Consider allowing students to draw 

their observations, ideas, or notes when 

appropriate. This allows all students to 

participate in a meaningful way. 

• Students may have trouble focusing on 

only details that support the main idea. 

For example, a student may identify 

details pertaining to the physical 

environment related somewhere within 

these pages, not understanding that 

these are not details that helps a reader 

understand the main idea. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Answering Text-Dependent Questions Using Evidence for the Text (20 minutes)  

• Gather students back together as a group. Orient students to three learning targets:  

* “I can answer questions using specific details from pages 8–11 and 16–25 of Bullfrog of Magnolia Circle.” 

* “I can explain why I chose specific details to answer questions about the text.” 

* “I can define the scientific concepts of predators and prey.” 

• Tell students that, as they typically do when close reading, they are going to reread the text again, focusing even more 

carefully on key details, the illustrations, and specific words the author chooses to describe the bullfrog and how it lives in 

order to answer questions in writing.  

• Direct students to the Close Reading: Main Ideas and Details anchor chart for pages 8–11 and 16–25 of Bullfrog at 

Magnolia Circle, which was just created. 

• Ask students to turn to page 8 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle. Distribute the Questions from the Text (for pages 8–

11 and 16–25). If necessary, review with students the process they have gone through to answer questions about other 

texts they have read this year. 

• Give students 10 minutes to reread (pages 8-11 and 16-25) on their own to look for evidence. Circulate and support 

students in finding evidence.  

• After 10 minutes, ask students to meet with their group to discuss the evidence they found for each question. 

• If needed, gain students’ attention briefly to review how to write answers using a full sentence. (The first half of the 

sentence is pulled directly from the question. The second half of the sentence is the evidence found in the text.)  

• Give students 10 minutes to write their answers. Collect students’ Questions from the Text work. 

• Consider allowing students to draw 

their answers to the questions when 

appropriate. This allows all students to 

participate in a meaningful way. 

• Consider writing and displaying steps 

for answering text-dependent 

questions. Add nonlinguistic symbols 

to each step to aid reading 

comprehension so that students can 

make sure they stay on track. 

• Struggling students and/or ELLs may 

need support in locating evidence. 

• To build students’ capacity for locating 

useful evidence that can be used to 

answer text-dependent questions, 

consider an activity that follows a 

routine of: 

1. examining a question that needs 

answered 

2. being shown 3-4 sentences from 

the text (some that are related 

evidence and at least one that is 

unrelated to the question 

3. students have to be able to 

distinguish which is evidence and 

which is not 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Review and Independent Writing (5 minutes)  

• Gain students’ attention for the closing of the lesson. Focus students on the learning target: “I can define the scientific 

concepts of predator and prey.” Ask students to share out possible definitions. Probe if needed: “What were these pages 

mostly about?” Listen for students to say something about the frog getting food and trying to stay safe from animals that 

want to eat it. Clarify that predator is the eater: “The heron is a predator of the bullfrog. And the prey is the eaten: The 

crayfish is prey for the frog, and the frog just barely escaped being prey for the heron.” 

• Distribute the Exit Ticket: Key Vocabulary about Frogs with the words predator and prey. Have students complete 

the exit ticket and hand it in. 

• If students didn’t complete either the question about adaptations on the Close Reading: Main Idea and Details for pages 

8-11 and 16-25 recording form or the Questions from the Text for pages 8-11 and 16-25 and there’s remaining time, they 

should do this now. (Students may need additional time in other parts of the school day for the full completion of this 

work). 

• Provide nonlinguistic symbols to match 

the words predator and prey. 

 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

Tell someone at home what the scientific terms ‘prey’ and ‘predator mean. Use pages 4-25 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle to 

name the prey and predators of the bullfrog. 

 

Note: If students have unfinished work from this lesson, time will need to be given at a different time of the school day or 

assigned for homework. 

 

Save all Unit 1 recording forms and student work for use in Unit 2. 

• ELLs or struggling readers could read 

aloud just one page of text multiple 

times, rather than all three pages. 
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Understanding Vivid Words and Phrases  

in Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle (for Opening) 

 

 
 

From the text 

Bullfrog at 

Magnolia 

Circle 

 

“As Bullfrog pulls his long body up the bank of the bayou, a crayfish 

emerges from a chimney made of mud. In less than half a second, 

Bullfrog springs forward. His long, sticky tongue shoots out and 

grabs the crayfish.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vivid 

language used 

‘for effect’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 
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Questions from the Text 

for pages 8–11 and 16–25 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle 

 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
 
Topic: _________________________________________________ 

  

1. How does the bullfrog use its body to catch and eat a crayfish? Use details from the text to support 

your answer. 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Reread page 9. How does the author let you know that Bullfrog is able to quickly catch the 

crayfish? 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Why does the heron not eat Bullfrog? Use details from the text to support your answer.  

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. According to the text, what do bullfrogs eat? Use details from the text to support your answer.  

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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 Questions from the Text (Alternate Version)  

for pages 8–11 and 16–25 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle 

 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

1. How does the bullfrog use its body to catch and eat a crayfish? Use details from the 

text to support your answer. 
 

List the things you’d see in a bayou using the words and illustrations: 
 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. Reread page 9. How does the author let you know that Bullfrog is able to quickly 

catch the crayfish? 
 

List the things you’d see in a bayou using the words and illustrations: 
 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 
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3. Why does the heron not eat Bullfrog? Use details from the text to support your 

answer.  
 

List the things you’d see in a bayou using the words and illustrations: 
 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

4. According to the text, what do bullfrogs eat? Use details from the text to support 

your answer.  
 

List the things you’d see in a bayou using the words and illustrations: 
 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 
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Exit Ticket: Key Vocabulary about Frogs 

 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

Key vocabulary about frogs What does the word mean? 

predator  

_______________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

prey  

_______________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 
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Lesson 5 Homework 

(page 1) 

 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Reread pages 20 and 21 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle.  

 

Read the excerpt from page 20 shown in the chart below. Carefully examine the way 

Deborah Dennard worded her sentences. How did she make the text engaging and 

interesting? What words do you think she used ‘for effect?’ Record your observations. 

  
 

Target: I can identify words or phrases the author chose for effect. 
 

From the text 

Bullfrog at 

Magnolia 

Circle 

 

“Ever so slowly, the heron stalks its prey. His neck is pulled back and 

he is ready to make a swift, killing stab. The heron moves slowly 

closer to unsuspecting Bullfrog.” 

 

 

 

Vivid 

language used 

‘for effect’ 

 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 5 Homework 

(page 2) 

 
Tell someone at home what the scientific terms ‘prey’ and ‘predator’ mean. 

 

Use pages 4-25 of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle to fill in the chart with the prey and 

predators of the bullfrog. 

 
 

Prey of the bullfrog 
 

Predators of the bullfrog 

 
_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

 

 
_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 
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Practice Using Context Clues (using Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle) 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

1. bank: page 9 

Sentence in the story Possible meanings of the bold word or 

phrase 

“…As Bullfrog pulls his long body up the bank 

of the bayou…” 

 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

 

2. emerges: page 9 

Sentence in the story Possible meanings of the bold word or 

phrase 

“…a crayfish emerges from a chimney made of 

mud.” 

 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

 

3. bulging: page 11 

Sentence in the story Possible meanings of the bold word or 

phrase 

“…his large, bulging eyeballs sink into his 

head…” 

 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 
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4. flutters: page 16 

Sentence in the story Possible meanings of the bold word or 

phrase 

“A sphinx moth flutters past Bullfrog and 

lands…” 

 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

 

 

5. stalks: page 20 

Sentence in the story Possible meanings of the bold word or 

phrase 

“Ever so slowly, the heron stalks its prey.” 
 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

 

 

6. unsuspecting: page 20 

Sentence in the story Possible meanings of the bold word or 

phrase 

“The heron moves slowly closer to 

unsuspecting Bullfrog.” 

 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 
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7. scurries: page 23 

Sentence in the story Possible meanings of the bold word or 

phrase 

“A fat raccoon scurries away from the trash 

can lid…” 

 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

 

 

8. startles: page 23 

Sentence in the story Possible meanings of the bold word or 

phrase 

“The loud noise startles both Bullfrog and the 

heron.” 

 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

 

 

9. unharmed: page 23 

Sentence in the story Possible meanings of the bold word or 

phrase 

“…the heron takes to the air, leaving Bullfrog 

behind, unharmed.” 

 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

 


